[Neurobiochemistry of experimental lesions of the basal nucleus of Meynert].
Lesions of the nucleus basalis magnocellularis (of Meynert) in rats induce severe cognitive impairments, in both mnesic and attentional functions. During the last 10 years, many studies tended to establish some relationships between the behavioral and biochemical effects of such lesions. Recent data show that the activity of some peptidergic and glutamaterigic neurons in target areas is modified by cholinergic deafferentation. A new physiological interpretation may be proposed for the associated cognitive deficits.